CIA Monitored Socialists 23 Years 
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The Central Intelligence Agency 
monitored the domestic activities of 
the Socialist Workers Party for 23 
years in apparent violation of the CIA 
charter, according to documents re- 
leased by the party yesterday. 

The documents indicate the intel- 
ligence agency continued domestic 
surveillance in Washington for nearly 
two years after the Rockefeller Com- 
mission said such activities were sup- 
posed to have been stopped by the 
agency. 

The documents show the CIA re- 
ceived reports in 1969 and 1970 on 
what four agents learned here about 
the Young Socialists Alliance, the 



youth organization of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 

Identified only as R-4, R-5, R-6 and 
R-7, the agents conducted surveillance 
of Young Socialists Alliance Activities 
on D.C. college campuses, according 
to the documents. 

The Socialist Workers Party obtained 
the documents from the CIA as the 
result of a court suit in New York, 
seeking them under the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

According to the Rockefeller Com- 
mission report on the CIA, the agency s 
Office of Security infiltrated and 
monitored at least 17 Washington 
area antiwar and black activist groups 
in 1967 and 1968. These activities by 
the OIA, the commission concluded, 
were illegal because they did not come 



under the agency’s legal mandate to 
conduct intelligence activities outside 
the United States and to protect itself. 

In December, 1968, the commission 
report said, the CIA relinquished its 
surveillance of Washington groups to 
the D.C. police department, which 
until 1972 relayed its findings to the 
intelligence agency. 

Assistant D.C. Police Chief Theo- 
dore R. Zanders said yesterday that 
he “can’t come up with anything’’ to 
show that agents R-4, R-5, R-6 and R-7 
worked for the D.C. police. 

The only CIA domestic surveillance 
in Washington after 1968 that was 
mentioned by the Rockefeller Com- 
mission report was the 1971 assign- 
ment of an agent to infiltrate the 
May Day antiwar protest organization. 

See INTELLIGENCE, A8, CoL 1 
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INTELLIGENCE, From A1 

President Ford created the 
Rockefeller Commission to in- 
vestigate the functioning of the 
CIA after press disclosures that 
the agency had engaged in mas- 
sive, illegal domestic spying. 
A Senate committee is now con- 
ducting its own investigation 
of these allegations. 

The new revelation about 
CIA domestic surveillance is 
the second time in recent days 
in which information about 
CIA activities not contained 
in the Rockefeller Commis- 
sion report was made public. 
It was revealed last week 



that the agency in 1953 gavei 
doses of LSD to a small ‘ 
group of scientists without 
their knowledge. The commis- 
sion had reported that only, 
one scientist was given the! 
drug. He since has been iden- 
tified as biochemist Franki 
Olson, who two weeks after 
taking the drug in 1953 ' 
plunged to his death from the 
10th floor of a New York City 
I hotel room. 

A CIA spokesman yesterday 
said he was not familiar with 
anybody working for the CIA 
given a code designation of 
R*” He added that “I cannot 
say one way or another** 
whether R-4, R-5, R-6 and R-7 
were working for the CLA 
David Belen, who served as 
executive director of the Rock- 
efeller Commission, said the 
four aeents could have worked 



for the CIA’s Operation 
CHAOS, which monitored dis- 
sident groups around the 
country from 1967 to 1973. The ' 
agent assigned to infiltrate 
the May Day organization re- 
ported to CHAOS, according 
to the commission report. 

According to the documents, 
the CIA’s Office of Security 
received reports on the obser- 
vations of agents R-4, R-5, R-6 
and R-7 concerning four meet- 
ings held in D.C. between 
Aug. 10, 1969, and Dec. 6, 1969. 

Three of these sessions were 
sponsored by the Young So- 
cialists Alliance. The other 
was sponsored by the antiwar 
Student Mobilization Conunit-, 
tee and featured a speaker 
from the Young SociaUsts Al- 
liance. 

In addition, the CIA Office 
of Security received pam- 
phlets and other literature 
igathered by the agents at the 
meetings. 

According to the documents, 
an unidentified “CIA em- 
ployee” from an unidentified 
“CIA unit” sent a memo on 
Dec. 11, 1969, to the agency’s 
“Deputy Director of Security” 
discussing surveillance of the 
Young Socialists Alliance. 

Attached to the memo were 
“pamphlets and flyers” gath- 
ered a week earlier from a 
“Snr'ialist F.diirational Confer- 



ence sponsored by the Young 
Socialist Alliance here in 
Washington.” 

The memo stated: “The 

YSA, as you know, is the 
youth vanguard of the Trotsk- 
yite Socialist Workers Party 
as well as the controlling 
force behind the “mass move- 
ment” amalgam known as the 
Student Mobe (Student Mobi- 
lization Committee). Target 
Analysis Branch will be treat- 
ing this topic in some depth In 
this week’s Situation Informs- = 
tion Report” 

The memo said that since 
“the splintering of SDS last 
summer at Chicago” where 
the 1968 Democratic conven- 
Ition was held, “the YSA 



(mostly via Student Mobe) is 
coming on strong and pres- 
ently represents the best 
guess for leadership in the 
radical youth movement for 
the early 1970s.** 

The memo adds that “we 
will most ' definitely keep 
abreast of evolving develop- 
ments in this Trotskyite old 
left/new left complex.** 
According to the documents, 
on Aug. 10, 1969, agent “R-7 
checked a meeting held by the 
Student Mobilization Commit- 
tee at 2030 hours at the Reiss 
Science Building at George- 
town University.** In his re- 
port, R-7 stated that “about SO- 
SO people were present, 95 per 
cent of which were Cubans. 
The main speaker was Dan 



Rosenshine, national commit- 
tee member of the Young So- 
cialist Alliance and guest of 
the Cuban government at the 
celebration of the 10th anni- 
versary of the Cuban revolu- 
tion.” 

Agent R-7 reported that Ro- 
senshine’s speech “was very 
short but he showed film 
slides on Cuba.** R-7 added 
that “no new literature was 
available at this meeting.*’ 

On Dec. 6, 1969, according to 
the documents, agents R4, R-6 
and R-7 attended YSA meet- 
ings at George Washington 
University. 

R-4, the documents state, 
“made a cursory check’* and 
reported that a “meeting head- 
lined as the Socialist Educa- 



tional Conference” was 
“attended by approximately 
100 people, about three col- 
ored and the remainder col- 
lege ippy type.” 

A separate YSA meeting at 
the college on the same date 
was attended by R-6 and R-7 
who found “75-100 people were 
in attendance — about six col- 
ored, the remainder white col- 
lege students mixed with 
hippy and regular type.” 
Agents R-5 and R-6 both at- 
tended a Sept 16 meeting at 
George Washington sponsored 
by YSA. They reported, ac- 
cording to the documents that 
a “total of 11 people were in 
attendance. From that stand- 
point, the meeting was a fail- 
ure.” 



According to the Rockefel- 
ler Commission, agents used 
by the CIA for surveillance of 
domestic activites in D.C. 
were volunteer unemployed 
housewives and manual labor- 
ers who were paid less than 
$100 a month. 

The documents show that as 
early as 1951, the CIA kept 
material relating to the Social- 
ist Workers Party, which es- 
pouses the philosophy of the 
late Leon Trotsky, who 
preached worldwide social rev- 
olution. The party has run 
candidates in presidential 
elections and in local D.C. 
elections. 

The documents show that an 
internal CIA memo about the 
iSWP was written Aug. 6, 1951, 



from “one CIA employee” to 
another “CIA employee.” It 
traces the liistory of the party 
and notes that it had been 
cited as “subversive” by the 
Justice Dei>artment 

A 1953 CIA files memoran- 
dum cites a New York Times 
report that the party’s 1952 
presidential candidate polled 
10,306 votes in seven states. 

A March 11, 1959, memoran- 
dum notes that the aigency ob- 
tained Young Socialists Alli- 
ance literature that had been 
“posted” on the campus of Co- 
lumbia University in New 
York City. 

A March, 1961, memo refers 
to YSA literature distributed 
in Harvard Square in Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 



The CIA documents also in- 
cluded a copy of the 1968 New 
York State elections ballot 
containing the names of So- 
cialist Labor Party candidates. 

The documents acknowledge 
that the CIA also has other 
material on file about the 
SWP. The agency refused to 
make public much of this in- 
formation, however, on the 
grounds that it was not re- 
quired to do so by the Free- 
dom of Information Act The 
SWP is continuing court ac- 
tion in an effort to get the ma- 
terial. 

The documents include a 
copy of a 1950 newspaper arti- 
cle' about the party but give 
no indication when it was ac- 
quired by the CIA. 



